Chapter Four
ISLAMIC NATIONALISM:
THE KHAKSAR MOVEMENT
OUT of the confused discontent of the people there arose
during the 1930's among the upper sections of the
workers and the lower sections of the petty bourgeoisie in
Indian Islam the vigorous Khaksar movement. This is a
movement without a specific aim, but with elaborate and
very attractive methods. The methods have succeeded
in organizing, dominating, and delighting a powerful and
growing group of men.
The Khaksar programme has had one main emphasis:
discipline; and two main items: militarist training, and
social service. The members of the organization in each
district met every evening of the week, dressed in a brown
uniform and carrying a spade (belchah, the symbol of the
movement); and underwent, for an hour or more, a
thorough military drill and parade. In addition, three-day
regional camps were organized from time to time, and the
training was intensified. Sham battles were held, tactics
studied, physical training pursued. TheKhSksars worked hard
at these drills; the discipline was entirely new to most of
them, and they were learning new skills, and expressing new
attitudes. The social service has consisted in being generally
useful in an orderly way : acting as ushers in mosques and at
every other feasible gathering, giving assistance after earth-
quakes, digging wells, etc. The discipline of the movement
has been rigorous, and has aimed at producing an effective
body of alert men ready physically and emotionally to
obey orders well.
The movement has emphasized that there is too much
sloppiness in Eastern countries; it has endeavoured to get